Minutes for Science PDPLC

March 25, 2:50 p.m.

Present: Chase, Crowley, Dunlap, Dooley, Girouard, Kotilinek

Lesson Study:

The group is planning to conduct a lesson study on the Galapagos Island Finch lesson from Life Science in the fall.  After the results of the Life Science students on the constructed response questions, the lesson was re-written with questions for the students that focus on controlled-experiments and field-tests on the Galapagos Islands.  Rather than looking at how students do on this assessment next year, we will be looking at how the Mag II students do on it this spring.  The entire group will be watching an hour where the lesson is taught and reflecting later in a PDPLC meeting.

This lesson will be taught after break in Magnet Science II classes, followed by these kids taking the test.  We will look at their results at a future PDPLC meeting.  This will sideline us from the original plan, which was to do a lesson-assessment-group analysis-lesson revision for one new group of students (we have done Life, Earth, and Magnet II kids).   We will continue to have the students practice the MCAs in class without looking at student responses as a group.

MCA Sample Question:

The group looked over and assessed the constructed responses from several students’ River Trip Sample assessment.  The group agreed on most of the responses, and discussed ways that we can improve our approach to these areas within lessons as well as how to encourage students to never leave one of these items blank.

Next meetings:

April 15 – meet to discuss the original lesson and additions (not sure at this point if this will be before or after the observation).

April 30 – examine student work, particularly the constructed responses and make recommendations for improvements to the lesson for the fall.

*****Monday May 12 at lunch – overview of the process, signing off on the PDP, begin framework planning for next year’s PLC  May 13 is the Magnet I Valleyfair field trip.

May 27 – PLC celebration

